restitution, and this image of 'strengthening' used to paper over the cracks caused by fears for his health, and by conspiracies.
But what happens once Augustus leaves this earth, and the bedroom that he has occupied summer, come winter, for forty years; when, for the rst time, the role of 'Augustus' is played by someone else? This paper interrogates how the ancient literary and visual record manages this change-from princeps to Principate.
Tacitus ags precisely this move by the way he begins his Annals. 'Kings (have) occupied the city of Rome from the beginning'; Rome is (once again) an altered world under Augustus. Tacitus too opens with change within continuity. He adds: people were 'without fear for the present', as long as Augustus was physically t. But what about after that? Augustus' grandsons, Gaius, Lucius, and Agrippa Postumus died prematurely. There were rumours that he had only adopted Tiberius so as 'to heighten his own glory through the vilest of contrasts'. It is these particular parameters of similarity and di ference that concern me here, the problems that authors and artists face in turning heir into incumbent, problems especially pronounced in the case of Tiberius, the rst to follow in Augustus' footsteps. How do they play out? Can they account for his construction? And what about the in uence of Julius Caesar, who is credited with the claim that the 'state was nothing, a mere name without body or form', and with whom Suetonius chooses to start his story? What kind of 'body or form' ('corpus' or 'species') is lacking; is demanded of a Julio-Claudian emperor?
Scholarship on Tiberius has been quick to acknowledge the prevalence of words like 'species' (outward appearance or semblance), and of 'dissimulatio' (concealing), and 'simulacrum' (representation or phantom) in the Tacitean account of his reign. Ellen O'Gorman writes, 'the predominant element of Tiberius' representation' 'is his repression and dissimulation of Bibliography on Augustus is formidable. However, still excellent on the problems he faced, including his history of ill health, is Crook (1996) 
